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REGARDING SIGMA XI FELLOWSHIPS 
Excerpts from letters received from inactive members all over the 

country printed to show the attitude taken towards the Fellowship 
Fund campaign. 

"I was very much shocked to get your letter, as it is my first intimation 

that Sigma Xi was anything more than a scholastic honor society." 

"The scheme does not appeal to me. I do not believe that Sigma Xi is 

organized to administer the business which it proposes to undertake. To 

embark upon the scheme will not strengthen but in the end weaken the 

influence which Sigma Xi now wields." 

[From the same man in response to a letter from the chairman of the 

committee.] 
"I now appreciate the extent of the interest which has been shown in the 

matter. Under the circumstances, I must assume that the committee is 

probably right and that I am wrong. I will remember that there is no use 

in pouring water into the foaming wine." 

"It seems to me such a project is very worthy of support. If the annual 

contributions which you now consider adequate should prove to be inadequate, 
I should be very glad to have it increased, and believe that such a feeling 

would extend pretty well throughout the membership." 

"I may say that my interest in the society absolutely disappeared when 

they changed the qualifications for elections from those of the undergraduate 
to the graduate student. When the society got the idea that they wanted to 

make it a big national affair, and practically cut out the undergraduates, I felt 

that a great mistake was being made, and have not taken interest in the 

society from that time." 

"I am glad that some plan is proposed for continuing the usefulness of 

the organization of Sigma Xi among college graduates. Will you please put 
me in touch with any organizationt of Sigma Xi in this vicinity?" 

"You will find enclosed check for my wife and myself. We are very 
glad to contribute." 

"I heartily welcome the opportunity to cooperate with you, and will 

gladly respond again to such a request." 

"I am very glad to make this contribution, and am pleased that a 

Sigma Xi Fellowship is being set up." 
"This is a very desirable object, and you should have the cooperation 

of the entire membership of the society." 
42 
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"I am more than willing to cooperate in the great undertaking which 

Sigma Xi is striving for." 

"This is a move in the right direction, but should have been made twenty 
five years ago." 

"I most emphatically express my pleasure in this wise and noble idea of 

the Sigma Xi Society. We can raise enough without any individual discomfort 

for such a great cause." 

"I am very glad to help in so worthy a work." 

"I think this is a very important direction for the work of the Society 
to take." 

"I am in perfect accord with the movement, and consider it one of the 

constructive things that Sigma Xi can do." 

"The establishment and maintenance of National Sigma Xi Research 

Fellowships is certainly worthy of the support of each member." 

"Of all associations, societies, etc., with which I have affiliated, Sigma Xi 

is by far the most modest in asking for funds, and it is, in my opinion, one of 
the most deserving." 

"I have often wondered why a project of this kind was not proposed in 

order to extend the excellent ideas inspired by membership in the society." 

"I am in hearty sympathy with the proposed establishment of the research 

department of Sigma Xi in connection with the National Research Council. 

This is a very desirable connection. The fellowships will add materially to 

the important work that the Society has done." 

"I am certainly glad that the Sigma Xi Society is undertaking this fine 
work of extending its purposes and influences." 

"I am heartily in sympathy with the plan." 

"I am heartily in favor with this work, and take pleasure in sending 
my check." 

"I am pleased to learn that the society proposes to do more for science 

than honor a selected number of students each year. I am especially pleased 
to know that the work which the society has chosen is the establishment and 

maintenance of research fellowships." 
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"I heartily approve of the proposal to establish Sigma Xi Research 
Fellowships. You may count on me for support." 

"The scheme impresses me very favorably. I shall be glad to contribute 

each year." 

"It is an excellent piece of work you are undertaking. I would like to 
see Sigma Xi place itself in that position of the foremost research organization 
in the country." 

"It is a pleasure to be in touch with any work undertaken by Sigma Xi." 

"I am glad that such a small contribution can aid such an admirable 

project." 

"I am thoroughly in favor of such an action by our Society. It is a very 

practical manifestation of the interest which we are all supposed to have in 

research." 

"I am heartily in favor of the movement, and believe that a vast amount 

of good will be accomplished by the administration of these fellowships, 
especially if undertaken with the Research Council." 

"I am sending you my check for five dollars as my contribution for this 
year. I hope that I may be able to do more as the years pass." 

"I heartily approve of the proposal, and believe that it will meet with 
enthusiastic consent throughout the country." 

"I have not kept in touch with the Society in recent years, and am glad to 

have this opportunity to resume connection." 

"The suggestion is fine." 

"I am glad to resume connection with the Society. Please advise me 

where I can secure a copy of the book containing the whole Sigma Xi roster." 

"I take pleasure in sending you my check for ten dollars for the 
movement" 

"I will increase the amount if you find you need more when the returns 
are all in." 

"You are fostering a most important contribution to scientific interests 

of the Society, the country, and the world at large." 
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"The movement receives my hearty approval." 

"I consider it a most worthy cause, and wish the Society success in this 

important endeavor." 

"I fully appreciate the opportunities for usefulness the establishment of 
these fellowships means for the Society." 

"Your plan is excellent, and meets my hearty approval." 

"I am glad to have the privilege of contributing." 

"I enclose my check, but I do not think the plan worthwhile. The amount 
you ask for is too small for our dignity." 

"I enclose my check. I would be glad to know where I can secure the 

emblem of the Society, as I lost mine some years ago." 

"I am glad to cooperate. Why not make this contribution compulsory by 

the adoption of annual dues? I think it would be beneficial to the Society if 

every member was compelled to pay annual dues of two dollars." 

"I am glad to have a part in such an important movement." 

"I hope that responses will be so prompt that the fellowships may be 

granted in the immediate future." 

"The Sigma Xi Fellowship idea is the best thing the Society has ever 
done." 

"Ever since my election to the Society, I have felt that the Society has 
not been doing enough to justify its existence, and am glad that now a 

beginning of good work has materialized." 

"Can you arrange a plan whereby one could pay fifty dollars in a lump 
sum instead of two dollars a year? Such a plan would suit me better than 

the annual fee." 

"You may be assured of my support which I may be able to give in the 

matter, as I think the idea is an excellent one." 

"I only regret that I am able to respond with only the modest contribution 
asked for. It is with genuine pleasure that I indicate in this small way my 

support of the project." 

"You may call upon me each year. I wish you would tell me where I 
can purchase a Sigma Xi key, as I have lost mine." 
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"Enclosed is my check. I am glad to be in touch with the Society again. 
Please tell me where I can secure a new key. I lost mine several years ago." 

"You may be assured that I am in hearty accord with the movement, and 

will gladly do my part. Can you give me information as to where I can get 
a book listing the members of the organization ; also where I can get a new 

pin? I have been out of contact with Sigma Xi affairs entirely too long." 

"I am sending you my check for five dollars. You will undoubtedly 
have a few persons who will fail to respond, so I am paying for one and 

one-half others." 

"The idea is a very good one, and I am sending my check. Why not 
make it possible for those who wish to pay in one lump sum an amount that 

would yield two dollars a year interest?" 

"It is with decided pleasure that I express my hearty approval of the 
plan." 

"Good stuff! Glad to add my mite." 

"The fellowships which are to be established will do much to promote a 
genuine spirit of research in this country." 

"I am glad to have the opportunity to add my little mite, with the hope 
that it will accomplish great things." 

"Herewith I am sending my check. One can scarcely begrudge so small 
an amount to further research. I think, however, that the country is going 
crazy on the subject of research, but I am frank to admit that there have 

been some remarkable results." 

"I consider this work of extreme importance, and it cannot be over 

estimated." 

"The movement is certainly worthy of Sigma Xi." 

"I hope there will be a keen competition for the fellowships. The chap 
ters which develop the largest number of nominees, and the keenest competition 
should have most consideration in the award." 

"I am glad to contribute my share, for I think the idea a splendid one." 

"I enclose my check, and hope to be able to contribute more in the 
future." 



REGARDING SIGMA XI FELLOWSHIPS 47 

"I wish to compliment the Society on the proposal to establish these 

fellowships. Sigma Xi should give its attention to the furtherance of 

research." 

[From a man not a member of Sigma Xi who, through some error, 

received one of the circulars.] 
"I am perfectly willing to put up two dollars for this worthy purpose, 

but the faculty of my college did not see fit to honor me with membership in 

Sigma Xi at my graduation. My own lack of effort is to blame for this lack 
of judgment on the part of the faculty. I appreciate the compliment of being 

asked to contribute, and am enclosing my check. Speaking in an entirely 

jocular vein, if I could secure membership to Sigma Xi for this sum, I think 
it would be well worth the money." 

"I am heartily in favor of the plan, having myself suggested something of 
the same idea at the time I was initiated (1917), without receiving favorable 
response. There are so many who are willing to help the cause of research, 

but who cannot contribute large amounts, that the opportunity to further the 

research movement by small contributions will be heartily welcomed." 
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